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Blake Jason



Jake Owen heads back to his native Florida and hisold

haunts for GAC's Origins.

s akid in Vero Beach, Fla.,

Jake Owen fancied him-

self a player—only not on

a country music stage or in
a recording studio. His aim was for
the life of a professional golfer, where
he'd be hoisting trophies from sunny
southern Florida to blustery Scotland.
He was already on his way, winning
his first tourney at the age of 15.

But a waterskiing accident and
subsequent reconstructive surgery
changed all that. Jake had little
choice but to put the clubs in the bag
for good and find some other way to
hammer out a living.

“Around 18 or 19, I borrowed a
neighbor’s guitar and taught myself
how to play,” says the handsome sing-
er of hits like “Startin® With Me,”
“Don’t Think I Can’t Love You” and
“Eight Second Ride,” his current sin-
gle. “I started writing my own songs
and I ended up moving to Nashville.”

Now, the hometown boy has not
only made good, he’s become a star
to contend with. And it appears that
the entire city of Vero Beach is in
his corner. Jake recently went back
to his Florida hometown to film a

44 COUNTRY WEEKLY

STORY BY BOB PAXMAN

new episode of the GAC Origins se-
ries, set to air during September.
“We went all over the place,”
Jake recalls with a laugh. “We went
to the first hometown bar I ever
played, the Riverside Cafe, the gui-
tar shop where I bought my first
guitar and a lot of other spots. I
wanted to do this kind of thing to
show people where I grew up and
who I am and where my songs come
from. And I think it’s all on there.”
Certainly, circumstances have
changed for Jake since he left the

Jake stops by the Melody
Music store, where he
bought his first guitar.
homestead. During the past couple of
years, he’s toured with Alan Jackson,
Brooks & Dunn, Sugarland and other
top-flight acts. And 2009 is proving to
be his breakout year, giving Jake his
first Top 5 hit, “Don’t Think I Can’t
Love You, along with the ACM hon-
or for Top New Male Vocalist. What’s
also changed is the reaction he re-
ceives from the hometown folks as he
engages in everyday, mundane activi-
ties like strolling down the street or
having dinner with his family.

“It’s pretty wild when I go back

ons.
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